
Do you have an event in July, August or September? 
Please email the details to me for the next Newsletter:   

joan@grabawish.com  
………………………………………………… 

Spare a Thought for the Starving!    Just imagine… if there were no wars 

raging, no fighting, no hatred, no jealousy, no greed and no great desire for 

power then humankind could live in peace. Farmers all over the world could 

farm, workers could work, children could play, parents could care and the 

elderly could rest without fear. Then, if our natural planet suffered a 

drought, or any other natural disaster we, humankind, could come together 

and use all the excess resources we had at our fingertips to restore to normal 

the lives of those in trouble.  Overcoming a natural disaster could be dealt 

with so fast, so easily and so efficiently. If only we could do what Jesus said 

and love one another. 

So, if you know someone who is finding it somewhat difficult to find God in 

all of this, tell them that, we were all given a conscience and to try listening 

intently to the voice of God through their conscience.   

………………………………………………… 
 

A Special Prayer for dieters! For those 
who think they need to go, and stay on 
a diet, this picture and short prayer may 
help you…. 
Heavenly Father, while there are people 
starving and dying of hunger, thirst and 
disease, like this little boy, please help 
me not to consume more than my body 
needs to worship you and do your work.  
Amen 
    We pray to God, that we can be  

all that he wants us to be. Amen 
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Welcome to our second quarterly newsletter 
 

Yes, the MU really can make a difference! The 
Mothers’ Union, which represents well over 
four million members worldwide, has 
welcomed the announcement by Prime 
Minister Theresa May that current legislation 
governing domestic abuse in England and 
Wales is to be overhauled. In November, 
Mothers’ Union submitted a petition signed by 

4,500 of its members and supporters to Downing Street, calling for changes 
to the statutory Child Maintenance Service, so that survivors of domestic 
abuse are not forced to re-engage with their often, violent former partner. 

 

Congratulations to June and Frank Boult 
who celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary on 2nd Feb. They were married 
in 1957 at St. Michael’s Church in Gidea 
Park Romford, 60 years ago. June, who has 
been enrolled as a Mothers’ Union member 
for 50years this year belongs to St Edward’s 
Church, Romford Branch. 
Birthday Wishes:   Best wishes to those celebrating a birthday in April, May 
or June – we sing ‘Happy birthday to you, happy birthday to you, God bless 
you and keep you, happy birthday to you.  
Anniversaries:    Congratulations to those celebrating a wedding anniversary 
in April, May or June; God bless… We hope you enjoy your Special Day.  
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We pray for members who are sick, worried or anxious: We wish you well 
and we pray for your peace of mind.  We pray especially for our members 
who are bereaved at this time. We send our condolences to the family and 
friends of Judith Allen who passed away in January 2017 – we pray that our 
Loving Father will surround you all with his comfort and love.  

………………………………………………… 
 

COMING EVENTS:   in April – May - June 
24th April - Council Meeting: 7.30pm for 8pm in the Chapter House, 
Chelmsford 
26th April – Theydon Bois Branch: 1.30pm Hugh and Diana Meteyard talk on 
Trekking in N. Vietnam. St Mary’s Church, Coppice Row, Theydon Bois, CM16 7ER.  

15th May - Chelmsford Deanery Day at Springfield 
21st May -  Redbridge Deanery Service - 4.00pm at Woodford Bridge 
12th June – Southend, Hadleigh & Rochford Deanery Day at St Michaels, 
Westcliff 
13th June - Maldon Deanery Day at St Mary’s, Maldon 
17th June - Thurrock Deanery Day at St Margaret's Church, Stanford-le-Hope. 
21st June - Epping Forest & Ongar Deanery day at St Thomas Church, Upshire 
22nd June - St Osyth Deanery Day at Jaywick 
26th and 27th June – Retreat at Pleshey 

………………………………………………… 
 

 
Lynne Tembey, our Worldwide President, will be visiting the Diocese on 6th 

and 7th November 2017. Bishop Stephen will preside and preach at our 

service in Chelmsford Cathedral at 10.30am on the Monday - 6th November; 

followed by the AGM, when Lynne will address the meeting, and the Council 

meeting. It’s hoped everyone will stay and be part of a Bring & Share Finger 

Buffet Lunch giving members the opportunity to meet and talk to her. All 

members are invited - do please come if you are able and encourage your 

branch to bring their banner. 
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Bishop Stephen’s ‘School for Disciples’ roadshow has been visiting 

Deaneries in the Diocese – they will be continuing until June 2017 – 
has he been to yours? The 450+ jars of pickled onions members made, rising 
to the challenge that Judith, our President; set us last year, are being given to 
all parishes, as below, and we’ve received the following thank you: - 
“May we on behalf of Lambourne and Stapleford Abbotts parishes thank the 
Mothers' Union for the gift of the jars of pickled onions. They were used in the 

sermon on Sunday following the Bishop of Chelmsford's 
visit to the deanery last week. Each jar is now resting 
on the altar of each church and will remain there until 
Holy week.  Each member does not greet each other 
with, ‘How are you.’, but with the Lenten phrase, ‘How 
are you pickling’.  So, thank you again and every 
blessing.”  
The Reverend Canon Roger Gayler 

We also received a resounding round of applause at the Epping Forest & 
Ongar Deanery roadshow too. 

………………………………………………… 

Remember to visit our website:   http://muchelmsford.org.uk 
There is lots to see and read about on the Chelmsford MU Website including 
all the Reflections from Feb (1st March) Hunger is South Sudan (22nd 
February) King Charles 1st Martyr, (25th February). Did you know he was the 
last person to be made a Saint by the Church of England?  Meeting MU 
members in the Caribbean (18th February) and much more. And for those of 
you who ‘don’t do’ computers but would like to – Get someone who ‘does 
do’ computers to show you the MU website on their laptop or pad, However, 
if you are still not convinced, there will be lots to see in the next RoundAbout  

………………………………………………… 
Women’s World Day of Prayer Service March 2017  
I’m sure it was a truly wonderful and meaningful Service that you may have 
attended. It was a very colourful and poignant service asking ‘Are we being 
fair to you’. I attended the Service held in Our Lady Immaculate RC Church in 
Chelmsford, and quite a few MU members were there, so wherever you 
went I do hope you enjoyed the service as much as I did.  Joan Vine 
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